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“DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITIES: HOUSING AUTHORITY REVIEW” 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.02 pm]: I rise today to table the “Department of Communities: 
Housing Authority Review”. The review examined the adequacy of the governance, legal and administrative systems, 
as well as the integrity systems and controls at both the Housing Authority and the Department of Communities. 
It followed Mr Paul Whyte being charged with official corruption. From a broad perspective, the review highlights 
deficiencies in key systems, controls, policies and practices. There are a total of 56 recommendations to drive the 
changes needed to ensure proper governance, strong financial systems and robust controls are not only in place 
but also overseen effectively. The recommendations aim to strengthen, improve and build a culture of integrity 
and accountability. I am advised that the Department of Communities has already implemented 29 of these 
recommendations and a further 27 are in progress. The review also noted an improved focus and coordinated effort 
in the previous 12 months to implement improvement recommendations previously identified. This is a credit to 
the director general, Michelle Andrews, who has accepted the findings and is working hard to ensure that the 
department earns back public trust. 

The Department of Communities is responsible for helping our state’s most vulnerable and the public rightly 
expects it to operate with the highest standards of integrity. In December 2019, the government released the 
“Integrity Strategy for WA Public Authorities 2020–2023”. It sets out practical and achievable actions for public 
authorities and individuals—those appointed to, employed by and contracted to these authorities—including actions 
and controls to promote integrity and to help prevent misconduct and corruption. I expect every public authority 
to adopt the strategy and implement the actions. Every director general, chief executive and government board 
chair is responsible for ensuring integrity. I also expect each of them to immediately take any necessary steps so 
they do not find themselves in a similar situation. 

I now table the review. 

[See paper 3548.] 
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